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“Working with Food Connects really 
helps us get local food on the menu for 

our students. In the world of School 
Lunch, the rules and regulations are 
dense, and sometimes overwhelm-
ing. Having Food Connects there to 
talk about every little nuance saves 

time and keeps us in the kitchen. Our 
program is about pushing the envelope, 
and Food Connects helps us do it. They 

understand the business of local food 
and bring our program more than just 
great apples. They bring us a sense of 

camaraderie, and real community.”

- Harley Sterling, Food Service Director
Westminster Center School
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Food Connects is amplifying impact.
We’re growing in many ways, thanks to community support. We added four new staff 
members to expand activities in our Food Hub and Farm to School programs. We moved 
to the Brattleboro Development Credit Corporation Business Park—equipped with a 
loading dock and warehouse space, with plenty of room for future growth. We continue to 
develop and explore new partnerships. 

Farm to School is an everyday presence in area schools.
We have successfully empowered 30 schools to improve food, farm, and nutrition 
education and increase meal particpation and local food purchasing. We continue to 
coordinate professional development for educators and child nutrition professionals and 
have supplied 6 schools with new kitchen equipment. Nearly 70% of recipients reported 
that this new equipment has increased their ability to purchase local product.

Food Hub third quarter sales increased almost 50% 
over last year.
We added a refrigerated van to our fleet—to keep pace with the rapidly growing demand 
for local food in the region. We sold to over 115 local schools, hospitals, retailers, and 
restaurants—keeping those food dollars in our community. The Food Hub continues to 
grow the local economy by working with over 65 local farmers and producers. 
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Healthy Families. Thriving Farms. Connected Communities.

1 in 7 kids in Southeastern VT and Southwestern NH are hungry. 
School meals often provide the majority of their daily food. 

Food Connects works to make those the best meals possible. 

FRUITS OF OUR LABOR


