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Our Staff:
Richard Berkfield
Executive Director
Alex McCullough
Food Hub Manager
Julicia Myers
Food Hub Sales Manager
McKenna Hayes
Food Hub Operations Manager
Tracy Lake & Elisa Daus
Food Hub Drivers
Scott Berzofsky
Food Hub Operations Coordinator
Nathanael Matthiesen
Food Hub Operations & Fleet Coordinator
Conor Floyd
Farm to School Program Manager
Sheila Humphreys
Farm to School Coordinator
Karen Sprague
Full-Charge Bookkeeper
Laura Carbonneau
Development & Communcations 
Manager

Our Board:
Betsy Gentile
Taylor Burt
Kevin Brennan
Kevin Stine
Jane Dewey
Arlene Hanson
Paul Renouf

What a year! I have said this every year for over five years, and it is especially 
true this year. We have a lot to be proud of and grateful for in 2019. Here are just 
a few of the highlights:
• Local food sales increased over 41% for the second year in a row;
• Planned, funded and built a new 1000 square foot cooler and freezer;
• Added three new positions to our team;
• Gained four new dues-paying members schools for our Farm to School 

Program;
• Supported Trauma Sensitive initiatives related to food, farm, and nutrition 

education in area schools; and
• Broke the $1 million threshold for total revenue.

While we don’t have much control over some of 
the larger forces looming over our community, 
the steps we took in 2019 feel like they have the 
momentum to contribute to our community’s 
resilience and our vision of Healthy Families, 
Thriving Farms, and Connected Communities. 
Thanks to all of our supporters for supporting 
our efforts.

- Richard Berkfield, Executive Director

Please consider making Food Connects one of your top 
charitable donations this year.

Our Farm to School program is an everyday presence in local schools and has successfully empowered 30 
schools in VT to improve food, farm and nutrition education, increase meal participation, and increase local food 
purchasing. We continue to provide coaching and professional development for educators and child nutrition 
professionals. This year, we gained four new dues-paying member schools, and secured a total of $25,000 in 
membership fees which enable us to work more closely with school staff. In the coming year, we are organizing 
our fourth annual Farm to School Conference, which typically serves between 50 and 100 educators, adminis-
trators, and food service professionals. 

Farm to School

A Look Back on 2019

over $100k spent on local food

4,175 students reached in VT

Top Customers
Monadnock Food Co-op
Brattleboro Food Co-op

Windham Northeast 
Supervisory Union

Food Hub

New year, new food hub! The milestones of 2019 are almost too numerous to list. In 2019 we grew sales in 
southern Vermont and New Hampshire by 41% to $562,840 and launched routes to the Upper Valley and Burl-
ington. In November, thanks to supporters of our Cooler Campaign, the Hub moved all its operations to its new 
temperature-controlled warehouse facility in Brattleboro. Now, all products, vehicles, and personnel flow into 
and out of a single location, which means that in 2020 we can focus on bringing in exciting new items, expand-
ing our geographic reach in New England, and preparing for stringent third-party facility audits that will allow us 
to access untapped markets. 

Top Items Sold: 
Yogurt, Apples, Beef, Cheese

76 producers143 customers

$454,585 back to 
local producers

30 VT Schools engaged in Farm to 
School programming

Member Schools
Putney Central School
Brattleboro Union High School
Brattleboro Area Middle School
Academy School
Green Street School
Oak Grove School
Dummerston School
NewBrook Elementary School
Guilford Central School
Leland & Gray Union High School
Townshend Elementary

Partner Schools*
Springfield School District
Bellows Falls High School
Bellows Falls Middle School
Grafton Elementary School
Saxtons River Elementary
Central Elementary
Westminster Community School
Twin Valley Elementary School
Riverside Middle School

* Grant Funded

supported partner school in raising 
$18.6k in FTS grant funding

provided FTS 
professional 
development 

to 77 
educators

Icons made by Freepik, Kiranshastry, geotatah, Eucalyp, Good Ware, and Becris on www.flaticon.com

Freezer Cubic Feet:
Old Freezer = 81
New Freezer = 1755

2070% increase

Cooler Cubic Feet:
Old Cooler = 3528
New Cooler = 8778

149% increase

Meaning more local food 
delivered to our community!

Grants
Claneil Foundation
County Health Rankings and Roadmap Grant
Fresh Sound Foundation
High Meadows Fund
Holt Foundation
John Merck Fund
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation
Rise Vermont
Sandy River Charitable Foundation
Specialty Crop Block Grant
Thomas Thompson Trust
USDA Rural Development
Vermont Agency of Agriculture Food and Markets
Vermont Community Foundation Sustainable Future Fund
You Have Our Trust Fund



Food Hub 
Revenue: 51%

Foundation 
Grants: 36%

Donations: 6%

Education Services: 5%
Government 
Grants: 3%

Financial Information
Income

Food Hub Revenue   $579,264
Foundation Grants   $409,811
Donations      $65,725  
Education Services       $56,030
Government Grants     $35,000

Total              $1,145,900

Expenses
Cost of Goods Sold  $521,393
Payroll   $334,650
General & Admin             $104,260
Fixed Expenses    $57,167
Operating Expenses    $42,459

Net Income     $85,971

Cost of Goods 
Sold: 49%

Payroll: 
32%

Operating Expenses: 4%Fixed Expenses: 5%

General & 
Admin: 10%

Thank You to Our 2019 Donors!
Individual Donors

Tim Allen & Philip Hamilton • Kathleen & Chris Arnini • Jamie & Barbara Baribeau • Mark Baribeau & Cynthia Barnhart 
Maria Basescu & Mary Rodriguez • Alex Beck & Candace Pearson • Genevieve Bleiler • Kevin & Sarah Brennan • Nathaniel & Ariel Brooks 

Jeff Burt • Taylor Burt & Emily Davis • Nancy Calicchio • Ellie & Gabriel Capy-Goldfarb • Laura Carbonneau & Andrew Grimaldi • Lynn Carey 
Elizabeth Catlin & Jared Flynn • Alice Charkes • Beckie Coffey & Bob Schwartz • Caitlyn Coleman • Bill Conley & Christie Herbert 

Benjie & Jen Cragin • Allison & David Deen • Nancy & Stephen Detra • Jane Dewey & Janet Wallstein • Sarah DiNicola & Adam North 
Akara Draper & Linnie Jones • Karen Duggan • Chris Ellis & Marc Cohen • Phyllis & James Erwin • Michael Fleming • Mary Ellen & David Franklin 

Betsy Gentile & Bill Penniman • Jess Gerrior • Claire Halverson • Arlene Hanson • Wendy Harty • Susan & John Hayes 
Geordie & Suzanne Heller • Jessie Heller & Eric Evans • Libby Holmes & Ken Brautigam • Sheila & Lester Humphreys • Emily Jacke 

Jane & John Field • Elizabeth Kenton • C.J. King • Francie Marbury & Brent Seabook • Rachel Mason • Jody Mattulke • Andrew Miller 
Abby Mnookin & Laura Stamas • Franklin & Rosemary Nelson • Joel & Ann Nelson • Stephanie Nyzio • Maria & Ward Ogden • Lonny Paige  

Diane Parton • Alyssa & Scott Pelow • Ken Pick & Virginia Scholl • Julie & Jon Potter • Ellen Pratt & Paul Renouf • Lynn & John Redd 
Helen Rortvedt • Nancy Shepherd • Jeffrey Shumlin & Evie Lovett • Sharon Snider • David Snyder & Sara Coffey • Karen & Marty Sprague 
Kathy & Steven Squires • Christine Stine • Kevin & Sara Stine • Elise Stine-Dolinar • Billy Straus & Lynne Weinstein • Martha Straus PhD 

Debbie & Ben Taggard • Jessica Taylor & Kurt Lynch • Harriet & Burt Tepfer • Thayer Tomlinson & Amit Sharma • Katharine Torrey 
Josh & Kate Traeger • Elizabeth Trajanovikj • John & Elizabeth Ungeleider • Helen & Piet van Loon • Barry & Elsa Waxman • Kathleen White

 Bruce & Marcia Williams • Crista Yagjian

Corporate Sponsors
Against the Grain Gourmet • C & S Wholesale Grocers • Edward Jones - Philip George • Entera Catering

Fenton Family Dealerships - Toyota Volvo of Keene • Frisky Cow Gelato • Green Mountain Creamery • Jasper Hill Cheese
Maple Mama Beverages • Monadnock Food Co-op • Orchard Hill Breadworks • Putney Food Co-op • Putney Mountain Winery • Retreat Farm

Richards Group • Savings Bank of Walpole • Scott Farm • Stonewall Farm • True North Granola • United Natural Foods Inc
Vermont Community Foundation • Vermont Healthcare Network


